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6. Euphemism (Greek e-u, well; phemi, I speak) is a figure by
which an offensive idea is softened down and stated in an
inoffensive or, belike, laudatory form.

" He therefore sends you, meeter for your spirit,

Here utun of treasure" is a euphemism for the insulting present
of tennis balls.
"Base is the slave that pays."                            IT. i. 88.
is Pistol's euphemistic way of extolling fraud and dishonesty.
"I do perceive he is not the man that he would gladly
make show to the world he is."               in. vi. 78-9.
This is Fluellen's charitable euphemism for Pistol, whom Gower
plainly calls "a gull, a fool, a rogue, and a coward."
"Nor will do more (harm) to-morrowj he will keep that
good name still."                                   HI, vii. 91-2.
The euphemism "good name" is meant by the Constable for
" coward."
"Not to-day, 0 Lord,
0, not to-day, think not upon the fault
My father made in compassing the crown." iv. ii. 275-8.
Here " fault" is euphemistic for "crime."
" JA made a finer end and went away."              n, ii. 203.
"Went away" is a euphemism for " died."
II. FIGURES or CONTRAST.
1. Antithesis (Greek anti, against; tithemi, I place) is a figure
in which words or sentences are placed in direct contrast. The
following are illustrations of this figure taken from Henry V.:
" My soul shall thine keep company to heaven."
iv. vi. 16.
" So that here men are punished for the &e/ore-breach of the
King's laws in the now King's quarrel."      iv. i. 158.
" That strawberry grows underneath the nettle
And wholesome berries thrive and ripen best
Neighbour'd by fruit of baser quality.              i. i. 60-2.
*' Either our history shall with full mouth
Speak freely of our acts, or else our grave,
Like Turkish mute, shall have a tongueless mouth,
Not worshipped with a waxen epitaph."       i. ii. 231-5.
" How modest is exception, and withal
How terrible in constant resolution."            n. iv. 34-5.
The antithesis is between the ending fame of honourable mention